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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BIG SURGE IN SOCIAL NETWORKING EVIDENCE
SAYS SURVEY OF NATION’S TOP DIVORCE LAWYERS

Facebook is Primary Source for Compromising Information

Chicago, IL, February 10, 2010 — If your status is separated or going
through a divorce, you might want to stay off Facebook. An overwhelming 81%
of the nation’s top divorce attorneys say they have seen an increase in the
number of cases using social networking evidence during the past five years,
according to a recent survey of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
(AAML). Facebook holds the distinction of being the unrivaled leader for online
divorce evidence with 66% citing it as the primary source.

“Going through a divorce always results in heightened levels of personal
scrutiny. If you publicly post any contradictions to previously made statements
and promises, an estranged spouse will certainly be one of the first people to
notice and make use of that evidence,” said Marlene Eskind Moses, president of

the AAML. “As everyone continues to share more and more aspects of their lives

-more-



on social networking sites, they leave themselves open to much greater
examinations of both their public and private lives in these sensitive situations.”
Overall, 81% of AAML members cited an increase in the use of evidence
from social networking websites during the past five years, while just 19% said
there was no change. Facebook is the primary source of this type of evidence
according to 66% of the AAML respondents, while MySpace follows with 15%,

Twitter at 5%, and other choices listed by 14%.

About AAML

Founded in 1962, the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML)
is committed to encouraging the study, improving the practice, elevating the
standards, and advancing the cause of matrimonial law, in order to better protect
the welfare of American families.

Comprised of the top 1,600 matrimonial attorneys throughout the nation,
members are recognized experts in the specialized areas of matrimonial law,
including divorce, prenuptial agreements, legal separation, annulment, custody,

property valuation and division, support, and the rights of unmarried couples.
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